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Town Hall Meeting
JASON VARNEDOE

UAH Launches Space Experiment

Business Manager
March 4th, 2009 brought UAH President Dr. David Williams to the
podium for a town hall meeting with university staff, faculty, and stu
dents. In this town hall meeting he focused upon the current economic
times and reiterated his mission and goals outlined since his inaugural
remarks in April of 2008. He reiterated his commitment to keeping the
quality of education at UAH high while stressing the challenges ahead
and that the price to be paid "...will not be cheap."
President Williams started the meeting outlining the anticipated cuts
from state appropriations showing an estimated 12.6 million dollar short
fall from Fiscal Year 2007-2008 going into 2009-10. From charging less
per credit hour, less for parking, and not requiring non-resident freshman
to pay into the meal plan, UAH collects less revenue than it's sister school
UA. On each point Williams pointed out that "Perhaps this is why" the
state appropriation cut is impacting UAH as drastically. In comparing
UAH to UA, Williams showed that there is a 11.6 million dollar gap in
funding that makes UAH a less expensive university to attend. Williams
did this by comparing the difference in prices between fees in UAH and
UA and applying that difference to the student body of UAH.
In making "...a conscious decision to keep our prices low" Williams
promises to do what he can to keep UAH affordable. To this end he out
lined his "Powers of 10" solution as an alternative to raising fees. In brief
the "Powers of 10" outlines his goals to increase funding for UAH by
means such as increased student enrollment and expanding programs like
research, co-op.
Williams addressed concerns regarding the openness of the budget
ing process for UAH and stated that he is willing to provide any informa
tion he legally can that is requested of him and pointed out that the Fiscal
Year 2008-2009 budget is available on the UAH website and plans for
the 2009-10 budget to be similarly accessible. Williams plans a budget
modeling system that will provide flexibility in the face of changes in
enrollment and changes in the state appropriation.
Progress towards these goals include ongoing reorganization of En
rollment Services to provide, among other things, efficient scheduling of
classes and more transparency and flexibility with the program of study
to allow for better planning in the years to come. Additionally progress is
beuv?, made towards strengthening Network Services and technology use

for classes, specifically referencing MIT's OpenCourseware and many
see TOWN HALL pg.10
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The Exponent is dedicated to providing news, opinion and upcoming
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Space Hardware Club members Jennifer Hunt, Bob Hawkins,and Nursing Professor Lynx McClellan prepare lo lei go of the balloon.
(Photo by Patricia Doyle I

MATT SAYAR

Staff Writer
At exactly 8:07am on Satur
day, March 7th, a two-month-long
project was successfully off the
ground and into the air. The Col
leges of Science, Nursing, and
Engineering all worked together
to launch a balloon that carried a
payload of nerve cells into space,
measuring how they are affected
by radiation in the atmosphere. A
couple dozen students and specta
tors watched the enormous 2kg bal
loon as it made its journey above
the atmosphere.
Organizing three different col
leges to collaborate on one project
is no small feat, but the success of
this experiment proves it can be
done. "It's hard to get biologists
and engineers to work together!"
remarked case manager Alwin
Heuer. The College of Nursing
funded the project, the MAE De
partment's Space Hardware Club
constructed the balloon assembly,
and Amy Bishop of the biology lab
provided the nerve cells.
A unique aspect of this project
includes the payload itself. Before
this experiment, there was no way
to transport living cells in a porta
ble environment. James Anderson,
owner of Cherokee Lab Systems
and creator of the cell drive trans
porter, combined all his knowledge
of electrical and computer engi
neering and biology to invent the
device. "It wasn't easy to create,
and I've been working on it for a
while, and this experiment gave me
a reason to finish it." The device is
patent-pending.
After the balloon was set
loose, a team of chasers immedi
ately jumped into their vehicles to
pursue the balloon via a GPS track

ing system. It reached a height of
99,000 feet (18.75 miles), and
eventually parachuted down north
east of Chattanooga. Everything
was intact on recovery, and the cell
drive transporter performed its job
perfectly. When taken back to the
lab, many of the cells were dead,
and the next step is to grow the liv

ing ones and see how they react.
"We love working with MAE
guys, and we couldn't have done
this without them!" says Nursing
Professor Lynx McClellan after
the payload was recovered. "Now
we're excited to work with the
Biology Department to study the
cells."
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One of the Most Important Higher Education Days Yet
MATT SAYAR
Staff Writer
Higher Education Day is a
chance for students from colleges
and universities across Alabama to
make enough to noise to be heard
by their representatives. This year
was especially important in con
vincing legislators to provide the
best education available in light of
the much-publicized budget cuts
happening across all of the state's
education systems.
UAH had its largest turnout
ever with 77 students waking up
early to board two buses en route
to Montgomery in order to show
their support for higher education.
The activities started with a parade
from the White Chapel Funeral
Home to the State House, led by
UNA's band and trailed by a sea of
higher-ed students from every cor
ner of Alabama. Students rallied on
the steps of the State House for an
hour, energized by the passionate
words of the Executive Director of
the Higher Education Partnership
Gordon Stone. Speakers-including
Lt. Governor Jim Folsom, Speaker
of the House Seth Hammet, and
others announced their support for
those of us pursuing a degree.
UAH just dealt with a 14% in
crease in tuition. College students
can barely rub two coins together,
and paying more money for school
doesn't improve our situation.
However, the economic turmoil in
our state necessitates this unfortu
nate upward trend. The purpose of
Higher Ed Day was not to ask for
money that doesn't exist, but to ask
for fair and equitable treatment of
higher education institutions when
it comes time to divide the budget.
This past academic year, higher
education was cut by 11%, while
K-12 schools were cut only 33%.
The trend is likely to continue into
the next year, as next year's pro
posed budget cuts are still harder

on colleges and universities.
To help alleviate this eco
nomic downturn, consumers need
to spend more money. The U.S.
Census Bureau reports that those
with a high school diploma make
an average of $26,000 per year,
while those holding a bachelors de
gree make an average of $51,000
per year. It's no secret that college
graduates earn more money than
high school graduates, but that ex
tra disposable income means we
can generate more economic activ
ity. Furthermore, an investment in
college students yields returns to
the local economy faster than an
investment in K-12 students.
UAH students had the oppor
tunity to speak with several local
legislators to make these points.
First to take a break from his ses
sion with the Senate and express
his support was Tom Butler (DMadison). He spent a few minutes
addressing our importance to the
state and thanked us for attending
the rally.
Next, Representative Mike
Ball (R-Huntsville) spent nearly
an hour talking and answering
our questions. He explained that
the economy played too big of
a role in the education's budget;
we shouldn't have to depend on a
healthy economy to have a healthy
education system. He talked of a
plan which involves saving money
when the economy is strong, and
then spending that savings when the
economy is dire. Apparently, such a
plan was never enacted because the
savings account would burn a hole
in the state government's pocket
during the upswings. For now.
Rep. Ball encouraged everyone to
get their degree as quickly as pos
sible so we could contribute to our
economy as quickly as possible.
When asked about creating a
lottery as a brief remedy. Rep. Ball
vehemently denied any possibility
of the program, citing its difficulty

mm

Above: Tom Butler. Senator speaks to students. Below: Students attended Higher Ed day at the capitaI in Montgomery. (Photos by:
Amber Rauschkolb)

to maintain and its lack of longterm stability.
State Rep. Howard Sanderford (R-Huntsville) and Mac McCutcheon (R-Capshaw) also took
time out of their busy schedules
to communicate their support. By
this time. Rep. Mike Ball had ad-

Biotechnology: Your Genes, Your Medicine
HONOKA EGUCHI
Online Editor
The Biology Club and the De
partment of the Biological Sciences
will host a symposium on person
alized medicine on Thursday. April
2 in the Chan Auditorium from 7-9
pm. Entitled "Your Genes, Your
Medicine," it is part of the annual
biotechnology symposium series.
The symposium is set up in the
form of a debate with three experts
in the field of medicine.
The first speaker, Jim Hud
son, is President of the HudsonAlpha Institute of Biotechnology.
He founded Research Genetics in
1987, and his company became a
leader in genetic linkage products.
Research Genetics was sold to Invitrogen in 2000 for $130 million.
Seven years later, he launched
Hudson-Alpha, a non-profit re
search institute that is developing
the latest technologies that make

use of genetic profiles to tailor
medical care.
The second speaker scheduled
for the event is Dr. Alvaro Estevez
of Weill Cornell Medical College.
A specialist in neuroscience, he has
published more than a dozen pa
pers on neurodegenerative diseases
and their pathologies. He will ad
dress the dangers of gene therapy
and how molecular mechanisms
may affect the success of such
therapies.
Also on the panel of speak
ers is Dr. Ellen Wright Clayton of
Vanderbilt University. She is a
physician-lawyer who has advised
federal and international bodies on
many topics concerning health pol
icy and ethics. She has published
two books and over 60 articles and
chapters on medicine. A prominent
speaker on gene therapy, she will
offer a perspective from an ethical
viewpoint.
Dr. Nick Jones of the Philoso

phy Department will be the mod
erator for the event.
Currently, sequencing a per
son's entire genome, or genetic
content, is very expensive. The
symposium will address the future
of patient care when the use of ge
netic profiles becomes a common
practice. After the presentations
from the speakers, the floor will be
open to questions from the audi
ence.
Last year's symposium on biofuels attracted over 250 attendees.
"We're expecting a lot of people
to attend this forum on personal
ized medicine." said Asuka Eguchi. President of the Biology Club.
"Not only is this a hot field right
now, it's very relevant to people's
lives." This symposium is free and
open to the public. Refreshments
will be served after the symposium.
For more information, go to www.
uah.edu/bioclub/.

dressed most our questions. How
ever, Mac McCutcheon spoke at
length of his belief that higher edu
cation will gain a better foothold
in North Alabama once BR AC
begins in 2010. and how he plans
to make that transition as smooth
as possible with better transporta
tion systems in Huntsville. With no
promises or commitments, he also

said he will try to make our campus
safer to navigate.
Each of our legislators agreed
that higher education is integral to
Alabama's health. Our legislators
admired the university presidents
who attended, remarking it proves
just how important the issue is to
see HIGHER ED pg. 10
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How UAH is Helping Discover the Borders of Our Sun
MATT SAYAR
Staff Writer
We landed on the moon nearly
forty years ago. yet we know very
little about what lies among the
stars. Fortunately. UAH has the
Center for Space Plasma and AeroDomic Research (CSPAR), full of
scientists working to make a dent in
our knowledge of the final frontier.
Thanks to a new supercomputer
and satellite, we're gaining a better
understanding of what's happening
around our solar system.
Our sun affects everything
within our solar system, and its
area of effect reaches out far be
yond Pluto. Scientists call the edge
of this area the sun's "bubble." The
distance from Earth to the sun is
about 93 million miles, or 1 As
tronomical Unit (AU), and the dis
tance from the sun to the edge of its
bubble is about 100 AUs.
Voyager I and II, satellites
originally launched decades ago
to study Jupiter, Satum, Uranus,
and Neptune, are still trekking
through space today. They have
both crossed the first of three thick
boundaries that together comprise
the edge of our sun's bubble, Voy
ager I having done this just recently
in August of last year.
The speed of light is the fastest
known measurable quantity to man,
traveling at almost exactly 186,000
mites pet second, yet it slitt takes

a little more than eight minutes for
light from the sun to reach Earth.
With the distance Voyager 1 and II
have traveled, it takes about 800
minutes, or 13 hours, just to receive

their transmissions. The signal we
eventually receive from the satel
lites is so miniscule that the power
level of a regular digital watch is
20 billion times more powerful.

lations by a significant percent
age. The new supercomputer
has ten times the computing
power of the one it's replacing,
and should cut down calculation
times from two or three weeks
to two or three days. The super
computer the new one is replac
ing will be available to graduate
and post-graduate students.

The distance these satellites
have traveled, and their persis
tence to continue far beyond their
original mission, is miraculous. "A
The CSPAR team also has
good deal of luck and very good
engineering" went into making access to another supercomput
the Voyagers as robust as they arc, er. The Jaguar system, located in
says Dr Gary Zank, Director of
the Oak Ridge National Labora
tory in TN, is one of the top six
CSPAR. "The amount of comput
fastest machines in the world,
ing power on the Voyagers is less
than your cell phone. Much less." and CSPAR is one of only 17
In 2020, the Voyagers are expected groups nationally that has been
to finally run out of batteries.
asked to run their simulations
The Voyager satellites work in
on the machine.
conjunction with a satellite called
Why is this research im
the International Boundary Ex
portant? The large amounts of
plorer, or IBEX, recently launched
money invested in Voyager and
in October of last year. Out on the
IBEX are motivation enough to
edges of the sun's bubble, a pro take advantage of their technol
cess happens that creates hydrogen ogy to help explore and answer
atoms. Over time, these atoms drift numerous scientific questions,
back towards earth, carrying an
and space research has always
imprint of where they were from
led to technological developments
on the border, and IBEX measures
that we use everyday, like micro
this data. The Voyagers, right in the
waves or flat-panel TVs.
middle of the boundary regions, are
Scientifically, Dr. Zank stress
also collecting detailed data right at es that these satellites are our "only
the source, and CSPAR is working
opportunity to physically explore
to compare these two sets of data
interstellar medium, [the gas and
and learn more about the structure dust that permeate the space be
of these forces surrounding our so tween the stars]." As the sun drifts
lar system.
about the galaxy, it goes through
The amount of data collected
different types of interstellar me
in this process is immense, and
dium. affecting conditions around
UAH recently purchased what is the solar system, and even earth.
now the third-fastest state-owned Understanding this "space weath
supercomputer in Alabama to help er" could help us predict it, which
increase the efficiency of the calcu would benefit our knowledge of

Design, Build, and Fly
Competition Takes Off
For New Year

JENNIFER NYE
Staff Writer

Model of the International Boundary Explorer, a satellite integral to CSPAR's research.
(Image provided courtesy of NASA.gov)

how it affects the earth's climate.
Space plasma research is not
a field monopolized by CSPAR,
but there is so much to learn that
we're certainly the leader in some
areas. "We're never short of things
to do or explore, and everything
you do opens up a new avenue of
research to follow. It's one of those
never ending [quests]," Dr. Zank
explains.
All this activity is helping to
open research opportunities for
interested students, and you don't
have to be a superscientist to get

UAH Student Brings
Recycling Project to
Campus
BETH FAULK
Staff Writer

Every year the AIAA, the American Institute of Aeronautics and As
tronautics, has a competition in various locations around the United States
in which many universities participate. It is called the Design, Build and
Fly Competition, or DBF competition.
Participation requires a specialized team to design, build, and fly an
rc airplane to perform a specific mission set out by the competition. This
mission is changed ever year. This year the mission varies in that the
airplane must lift a simulated fuel tank during one part of the mission
and in the other deliver four inert munitions from the wings. These stores
must be delivered when the plane lands and in any given order. This year
the competition is held in Tucson, Arizona and a team from UAH may
attend.
A dedicated team of students gathered to build a new class, under the
direction of Dr. David Landrum. based off of the competition. This team,
a group of MAE students working alongside CPE students, is working to
build a program so that later generations of students may also experience
the pleasure of designing and building an airplane. However, there are
many setbacks in building a new class such as this.
The team this year has designed an airplane and is currently working
on fabrication in order to participate in the competition. But it is unclear
as to whether the team will have enough time. In addition, this year the
class will set the foundation of many teams to come and build the experi
ence necessary to compete in the competition and in the job market.
For more information on the Design, Build and Fly competition go
to http://www.aiaa.org.

An ink cartridge recycling program has been started at UAH. The
proceeds from the recycled ink cartridges will be given to the Bubel/Aiken Foundation, which is an organization that helps integrate specialneeds children with the world around them. Collection boxes have been
set up in the lobbies of NCRH, CCRH, and Frank Franz Residence Hall.
If you don't live on campus, there is a box placed in the University Center
Lobby, as well.
The project was started by UAH student Kelsey Thacker after she
read about the organization on the book jacket of a Clay Aiken CD. who
is the founder. "[I] felt that the aim of the charity was a very worthwhile
one. said Thacker. She began researching ways to donate to the organi
zation. and one of the ideas listed on the website was collecting empty
inkjet cartridges for recycling. "[I] thought that a college campus would
be a great place to try and collect empty inkjet cartridges," she said
The Bubel/Aiken foundation was started by singer and entertainer
Clay Aiken. The idea for the organization developed out of Aiken's rela
tionship with Diane Bubel, whose 13-year old son Mike was diagnosed
with Autism. Both Aiken and Bubel wanted to help children with special
needs become fully integrated in society. Aiken officially announced the
creation of the Bubel/Aiken foundation on July 28.2003
If you would like to donate to the Bubel/Aiken foundation be sure
to visit their website at www.bubelaiken.org. The website features more
ways to donate, as well as more detailed information about the organiza
tion itself.
°

involved. "We're always interested
in encouraging people to get in
volved," says Dr. Zank. Undergrad
uate students are able to get their
hands on interesting data analysis
projects, while graduate students
also have opportunities to contrib
ute to more theoretical and compu
tational areas. If you're interested
in doing this kind of research, talk
to your professors who work in re
lated areas. Many researchers from
CSPAR also teach, and are eager to
get passionate students on board.

As the school year draws
to a close and students
graduate, The Exponent is
looking to hire more peo
ple. If you are interested in
helping provide the univer
sity with information and
news, apply for one of the
positions below by email
ing editor@exponent.uah.
edu for more information.
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COPY EDITOR
LAYOUT EDITOR
ADVERTISING MAN
AGER
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Feel Safe at UAH: Prepare for Severe Weather
RA

Set,

ABIGAIL BROWN

Senior Arts & Leisure Writer
Severe Weather Awareness
Week for Alabama is from Mon.
23 to Fri. 27. Though a refresher
course in severe weather may seem
redundant since it occurs every
year, it is crucial that students are
knowledgeable about storm safety.
Those living on campus should
know proper severe weather pre
cautions and procedures as well
as who can help them if a disaster
occurs.
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Scott Royce, the Resident Di
rector for Southeast Campus Hous
ing and the fraternity and sorority
housing, says that all Resident As
sistants are properly trained in han
dling students when dealing with
severe weather and disaster situa
tions. Each R.A. receives "formal
training" regarding severe weather
safety including what to do in the
event of a tornado and the location
of safe areas in their respective
residence hall.
Royce points out that "safe
zone" locations such as the first
floor apartments in SECH and the
first floor hallway in CCRH are the
best places to go in the event of
severe weather. These safe zones
are often marked with yellow plac

ii

ards.
While R.A.s guide and help
students in the residence halls, the
police department extends storm
safety campus-wide. Chief Gailes.
Director of Public Safety, says
that he and the University Police
are keeping an eye out for severe
weather.
"We are monitoring the weath
er... from several feeds," says
Gailes. "We're listening to what
the threats are.... We're very cog
nizant of tornadoes."
Awareness, however, is only
the first step in storm safety. The
UAH police are prepared and ready
to act if severe weather is eminent
or happening.

Though Gailes has not experi
enced severe weather at UAH yet,
he has responded to severe weather
events such as microbursts and tor
nadoes.
"I've seen the devastation."
says Gailes.
While the authorities are
well-versed in storm safety, stu
dents should also prepare them
selves by knowing the difference
between "watch "and "warning,"
the common misconceptions about
tornados, and the severe weather
procedures recommended by the
University.

Anyone interested in furthering
their knowledge of severe weather
are encouraged to attend a Skywarn
"We have mechanisms that we Storm Spotter class. These twocan use...where we can alert the
hour classes prepare volunteers to
campus that there is a threat."
be official severe weather spotters
One of those mechanisms is
who report weather and damage
the UAlert system which contacts to local authority. The classes oc
members of the UAH community
cur in both spring and fall. Though
in an emergency. Gailes says that
the dates for Madison County class
tornado warnings will be issued via
have passed, other county's class
UAlert by text messages, voicemail
times have not. They are: Thurs.,
messages, and email. For those
Mar. 5th at 6pm in Florence. Tues.,
who do not sign up for the UAlert
Mar. 10th at 6pm in Cullman
messages. Gailes suggests that they
County, and Thurs., Mar. 12th at
rely on the old-fashion method.
lpm and 6pm in Marshall County.
"The siren is the direct signal The locations have not been deter
(for) you to take shelter." warns
mined. For more information, call
Gailes.
256-760-6363.

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN WATCHES AND WARNINGS
geographic ^eUanderSt°rm Wa,ch: Severe

thunderstorms are likely to occur over a broad
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• Tornado Watch: Tornadoes are possible over a broad geographic area.
radar°rnad° Waming: A tornado is imminent or occurring as indicated by weather

HPE Educates Women
on Campus Safety

MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT TORNADOES
•Opening the windows minimizes the pressure of a tornadic winds.
Opening windows wastes time, lets in flying debris, and can in
crease property damage and personal injury.
•Parking under an overpass or bridge is the safest place if you are
in a car. Winds can increase in the space, the bridge can collapse,
and holding onto the girders is not a safe bet. Those traveling by car
should drive the opposite way of the storm, if possible, or get out
of the car and seek shelter in a low-lying area like a ditch. Never
stay in the car. The car can be picked up the winds or impaled with
debris.
•The southwest comer of a building is the safest. Though tornadoes
usually approach from the southwest and head northeast, they can
approach from any direction and their winds arc not straight-line
winds. The safest place is the interior room on the lowest level of
the building.

The following information is adapted from the "Emergency Pre
paredness Handbook, the multi-color booklet provided bv the Uni
versity, found in administrative offices and on classroom doors.

FOR A THUNDERSTORM WATCH OR WARNING, A
THUNDERSTORM, OR A TORNADO WATCH:
•Stay indoors and away from windows until the storm passes.
•If outside and large hail begins to fall, seek shelter.

IN THE EVENT OF A TORNADO WARNING OR
TORNADO:
•Seek shelter immediately. Many building have protective areas
"designated by yellow signs with black lettering and on the evacu
ation maps." If you cannot locate a designated area, head to a base
ment, interior hallway or small room on the lowest floor, such as a
bathroom.
•If you are in a vehicle, get out of the car and seek shelter in a sturdy
building. If that is not possible, lie down in "a depression such as a
ditch or ravine offers some protect/on."
•Stay away from
debris.

windows and glass doors to avoid being hit by

•After the authority gives the okay, leave damaged buildings and do
not return to them unless directed to do so by University Police.
•Injuries and damage should be reported to the UAH Police at 8246911.

Classics Week and Dr. Robert Raster
Raised Awareness of Roman History

tBF.I.LA
LISA BARBELLA

J

Senior News Writer

JENNIFER NYE

The UAH Health and Physical Education Department is leading an
effort to educate female students on how to protect themselves both on
campus and off. Last semester the department created a for-credit wom
en's self-defense course taught by Gabrielle Clark. The HPE department
hopes that by offering this course each semester for credit they will en
courage students to take an active role in keeping themselves safe. In ad
dition to the class Clark also hosts a self-defense seminar once a semester
that is open to all UAH students, faculty, and staff.
Instructor Gabrielle Clark has practiced martial arts for 13 years, has
a black belt in Shin-shin Jujitsu. and is trained in tae boxing, compact
submission wrestling, shooting, and Filipino stick and knife marshal arts.
Clark trains specifically for self-defense: she does not compete in tour
naments. She urges women to not be intimidated by the physical part of
self-defense training: "I think martial arts scare some people" states Clark
"its more about the art of it and the safety factor; not how to make war
and kill."
The course also focuses on the psychological self-defense skills. Stu
dents learn about the ABC's of personal safety: Awareness. Barriers, and
Control. Clark uses personal experience and true stories to illustrate how
to use her lessons in real life situations. Students leam how to think like a
predator in order to avoid becoming the target of one. The class also cov
ers cyber safety, social engineering, and rape awareness and prevention.
Clark emphasizes the need for women to leam self-defense skills
see SAFETY pg. 10

Staff Writer
The History and Classics De
partment sponsored event "Classics
Week" was held on February 27th.
Dr. Robert Raster, former head of
the Classics Department at Prince
ton. delivered two spectacular lec
tures that were both informational
and struck close to home for many
of the people in the audience.
His first lecture, held at 12:30.
was "Roman Values and Virtues."
This lecture explained how Ancient
Roman Society worked and how
their complicated systems of so
cial and political interactions were
interlinked. The terms Beneficia
and Officia were two of the terms
explained during this lecture, as
they were fundamental to Roman
Society. [Beneficia] literally means
gifts, benefits or favors while [of
ficial] refers to a duty or debt. In
this context [beneficia] is a gift that
a person gives and [official] is the

obligation to the receiver
of the
gift to reciprocate and give one in
return. This cycle continues until a
mutual agreement is met to end the
gift giving or one of the two dies.
The second lecture delivered
at 7:00pm was a case study in An
cient Roman Society that delved
into the facets of a particular mem
ber of the Roman elite. Cicero, en
titled "Cicero in Mourning." This
lecture encompassed a portion of
Cicero's life beginning when a
political rival pronounced a death
sentence for Cicero for his actions
in stopping the Catilinarian rebel
lion in 63 B.C.This lecture showed
that Cicero was both human and
yet a consummate political being.
This was illustrated in letters to his
friends on his fears and woes writ
ten during his flight from
Rome.
Then when his supporters forced
the political powers in charge to
rescind the law, Cicero returned
and relayed the official version of
his exile. This version, of course,

had none of the fear and self doubt
found in his earlier letters and was
loaded with political saber rattling
to better his position in the eyes of
his supporters.
His story continued in the
lecture with the loss of Cicero's
daughter. Dr. Raster revealed
the
deeply human side of Cicero as he
mourned the devastating loss of his
daughter. Again, the examples were
letters written to his friend Atticus.
Meanwhile, as far as the public was
concerned Cicero was not falling
apart at the seams. While he was
in fact giving in to fits of crying.
Eventually he accepted the loss by
taking the story given to the public
and internalizing it, as he did when
he returned from
exile. Overall,
both lectures proved how similar
the Roman Culture was to our own
society, although a little different
socially, but proving that we are all
human after all.
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What Does a President Do?
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ABIGAIL BROWN

Senior Arts & Leisure Writer
Such a great question deserves an answer, and President Williams
will do so at the upcoming Honors Forum lecture titled, "What Does a
President Do?" It all happens Tues., March 24 from 11:10 a.m. to 12:30
p.m. in the University Center Room 126, not at the Frank Franz Multi
purpose Room as usual. All UAH students, staff, and faculty are encour
aged to attend.
According to Honors Program Director Dr. Jerry Mebane. President
Williams' previous Honors Forum lecture was on the same topic, and in
it, "he outlined briefly what a university president does, including being
a spokesperson for the university and managing the budget." After the
lecture, Williams will take questions from the audience.

Forty Central American
Students to Study at UAH
ABIGAIL BROWN

Senior Arts & Leisure Writer
ESL and IEP are not another set of confusing acronyms referring to a
science or technology department or program. ESL, or English as a Sec
ond Language, is a program housed in the English Department directed
by Andrea Word. This program provides language support for students
at UAH for whom English is not a native language. Within the ESL Pro
gram, the IEP (Intensive English Program) provides language training
for nonnative-speaking students who are not yet ready to begin academic
studies in the U.S.
Funded through a one-time congressional grant administered by the
Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs within the U.S. Department of
State, 200 international students will arrive in the U.S. this summer to en
roll in intensive English language courses at universities across the U.S.
The UAH IEP will receive federal funding of approximately $350,000
to host 40 of these students from Central America, including Guatemala,
El Salvador. Costa Rica, and Honduras. The University of Missouri—St.
Louis, Drexel University. University of Nebraska—Omaha, and St. Mi
chael's College are hosting the remaining 160 students.
At UAH, the incoming students will be placed across three sections
and will study for four to five hours per day alongside other IEP students
from countries such as Korea, Saudi Arabia. Russia, and Japan. Class size
is expected to be intimate—around 15 students per class—and there will
likely be four or five professors handling the classes.
The students will participate in the normal IEP coursework and will
also take day and overnight trips that enhance and reinforce it. The desti
nations include: Memphis. Birmingham and the Birmingham Civil Rights
Institute, Knoxville and the Museum of Appalachia. Moundsville, Ala
bama, Washington, D.C., and Huntsville's own U.S. Space and Rocket
Center. The students will also have opportunities to learn about and par
ticipate in community events through community service and volunteer
opportunities.
UAH's IEP program is a year-round program that immerses ESL stu
dents in the English language and American culture for four to five hours
each day. The coursework integrates four skill areas: listening, speaking,
reading, and writing, all delivering content that is academically-oriented.
The incoming Central American students will spend eight weeks in the
program. Fall and spring courses are 15-weeks long and summer courses
are 10 weeks. Each student is required to complete a total of 200-400
"contact hours." depending on the semester in which they enroll.

The UAH Cycling Club Races onto
Campus
MATTSAYAR

Staff Writer
Less than a year ago, Curtis
Grace came down from Indiana to
attend school at UAH, and realized
our school lacked a serious cycling
team. Now, thanks to Curtis, UAH
has a new official club composed
of competitive and recreational
bike riders. This is the first semes
ter UAH has had any cycling or
ganization, and the club is always
welcoming new members.
There are two different cycling
groups on campus, both spear
headed by Curtis: the UAH Char
gers Cycling Team, and the UAH
Cycling Club. The Cycling Team
is composed entirely of members
from the club, and they race in col
legiate competitions against other
schools for points. The Division II
racing team competes every week
end all across the south, includ
ing Alabama, Georgia, and North
Carolina. The point of collegiate
cycling is to accumulate enough
points through their victories to
participate at the national level.
Of the several racing categories to
compete in, the Chargers stand a
decent chance of going to nation
als in the Team Time Trials. The
team rides with the UAH logo on
their jerseys, and have sponsors
including local bike shop Trailhead and engineering powerhouse
ADTRAN.
Talking with Curtis gives you
a real sense of how excited he is to
have a team at UAH. He's the only

Clinton Warn. Barrett Eubanks, Joe Bray, and Curtis Grace pose for a team picture.
Photographer: Sarah Pierponl

Class A racer on the team, which
is the top tier of competitive cy
clists, and he hopes to compete on
the national level at the end of the
season. The club has around fifteen
active members, six of whom race
competitively for the official team.
The entire Chargers Cycling
Team participates in the Cycling
Club, but the club alone has a dif
ferent focus. "While [the team
does] race and compete, we want
to be a general advocate for cycling
on campus," Curtis says. The club
is for every kind of cyclist, from
those who like road-racing, to
those who prefer mountain-biking,
and even those who just enjoy rid
ing to and from class.
With the club still just getting
started, there hasn't been much ac
tivity outside of the official team
competitions. Curtis aims to change
that very soon. "Although we focus

on the team, we're still a club, and
clubs do fun things together." They
group has started going out to res
taurants and movies, and has begun
a weekly recreational ride around
campus and the surrounding area
on Fridays and Saturdays. As the
weather gets warmer, the club's ac
tivity will continue to increase. The
planned "Repair Fair" will allow
any UAH student to stop by and
get minor maintenance repairs for
their bike for free. Also, in loose
conjunction with the "Just Move
It" campaign, they'll sponsor races
around campus.
If you have any questions
about the Cycling Club, check out
their website at www.uah.edu/cycling. To learn more about their
recreational riding times and where
their next meeting is, send an email
to uahcycling@gmail.com.

Fun (and Cheap) Ideas for Spring Break
BETH FAULK

Staff Writer
With the struggling economy and rising tuition costs, many students are opting out of that annual beach trip
to Panama City. But there are plenty of ways to enjoy your spring break without breaking your bank account.
Plan a camping trip. If you like the outdoors, then camping could be an excellent (and cheaper) alterna
tive. Just remember to pack your sleeping bag and some comfortable walking shoes, and you'll be set to go. If
you prefer to stay closer to home, consider an overnight camp-out on Monte Sano State Park. There are also
some excellent campsites near Gatlinburg.
Dust off your bicycle and go for a ride.Leave the car in the garage and hop on that bicycle this break.

Gourmet Sandwiches
Salads ~ Pizza
Private Parties 8. Catering
Open Monday-Sunday
for lunch & dinner
Now hiring part time flexible hours

Located at
4925 University Drive,
Suite 190
at University &. The Boardwalk
ph: 430-9662

There are many bicycling trails in (and out) of Huntsville. Besides being
just plain fun, bicycling is good for your heart as well!
Have a movie night with friends. Invite over a group of friends,
order (or make) pizzas, and watch your favorite movies. Be sure to bring
out the board games, too.
V isit a big city. If you are still planning to travel this spring break,
but just don t have a lot of money to spend, consider visiting Nashville
or Atlanta for a weekend. There are plenty of fun things that you can do
for not a lot of money. If you head to Atlanta, you can visit the Georgia
Aquarium (a general admission ticket costs about $26) or if you head to
Nashville, you can tour The Frist Center for The Visual Arts (tickets are
$7 each).
Volunteer. Consider donating your time to a worthwhile c a u s e . Walk
dogs at an animal shelter, or volunteer to help build a home for Habitat for
umanity. There are many ways to give back to your community.
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Emily Vandiver: Engineering a Path of Success for UAH Women
ABIGAIL BROWN
Senior Arts & Leisure Writer
Emily Vandiver is not just
another engineer. She's an ac
complished UAH graduate whose
positive attitude and professional
accomplishments are proof that
women are worthy contributors to
their workplace, their community,
and their Alma Mater. In honor
of Women's History Month, "The
Exponent" thought it apt to fea
ture Vandiver as an accomplished
female UAH alumna to motivate
and inspire female (and male) stu
dents.
Vandiver was an untraditional
student (much like those featured
in the last issue)—she quit her
job as a clerk at the Army Missile
Command on Redstone Arsenal to
attend school part-time and to raise
her children. While working to
ward her Business Administration/
Management degree, Vandiver
trusted her children to the Univer
sity Preschool Learning Center, but

when UAH threatened to close the
preschool, Vandiver, her husband,
and other parents took immediate
action. They rented the building for
$1 a year, rounded up a board of
directors, and hired a director for
the preschool in order to preserve
the vital service for UAH studentparents. This is the first of many of
Vandiver's contributions.
Eventually, Vandiver switched
to Electrical Engineering and re
turned to the Missile Command as
a co-op. There, she won the Distin
guished Co-op Award, and eventu
ally became a full-time electrical
engineer after graduation in 1987.
She started in infrared technology
and worked as the lead engineer
on various programs. She became
an integral force at the Research,
Development,
and
Engineer
ing Center. She then became the
Technical Program Manager of the
Rapid Force Projection Initiative
under the Office of the Secretary
of Defense. In the initiative, two
thousand soldiers participated in

a live virtual demonstration at Ft.
Benning in Georgia that included
helicopters in the air and troops
on the ground. It was a $750 mil
lion program that transitioned into
HIMARS, a program that is still in
use today.
Vandiver now chairs the Wom
en's Leadership Council—a com
mittee comprised of community
leaders such as educator Eula Bat
tle, wife of Mayor Tommy Battle;
educator Margie Williams, wife of
President Williams; April Harris,
Director of Alumni Relations; Al
ice Miles, wife of the Command
ing General at AMCOM; and Dr.
Pam Hudson, CEO of Crestwood
Hospital.
The WLC aims to help 4th-6th
grade girls continue their interest
in science and technology because,
according to Vandiver, girls' fas
cination with science and technol
ogy diminishes by the time they
start college. The WLC is targeting
see VANDIVER pg. 10

Emily Vandiver s accomplishments are too many to list: she has won the Distinguished
Engineering Alumni Award in Electrical Engineering in 2004, retired after 31 years of
service as the Director of the Applied Technology Initiative in 2006, served as the Presi
dent of the Alumni Association from 2006-2008, and graduated Magna Cum Istude in
'87. She is also a member of The Order of the Engineers, serves as an ex offcio member
on Alumni Association board, and is an inductee to the UAH Engineering Hall of Fame.
(Used with permission.)

Student Art Show: Crafting with a Purpose Fiction Writer to Read at
UAH

KATE BLAKE
Staff Writer

KATE BLAKE
Staff Writer

"These are not your grand
mother's
tea
cozies,"
April
Llewellyn says with a smile as she
sorts through the pieces for her
upcoming senior art show, "Peace
Is Possible." The show opens in
Union Grove Gallery on March 9.
with the reception at 4 p.m. on Fri.,
March 13. The works are definitely
not the traditional fare for a student
at show; her multimedia pieces
range
from giant dreamcatchers
'o her trademark paper cranes.
Llewellyn describes the pieces as
high craft—kitschy" and cites her
influences as Etsy.com (an online
rafters' marketplace), the Flying
Monkey Artists' Market, and "the
handmade scene."

On April 5, fiction writer Susan Engberg will read from her fourth
volume of short stories. {Above the Houses), at the Huntsville Literary
Association's Sunday Salon; the University Women's Club brings her
back the following day, April 6, for a second reading at 11:30 a.m. in
the Union Grove Gallery. Engberg comes to Huntsville by invitation of
UAH's Assistant to the President Mary Beth Walker, who has known
Engberg for forty years, and who says, "I wanted to share [Engberg's]
talent with people."
Engberg's work has appeared in {Glimmer Train), {Iowa Review),
{Kenyon Review) and {Sewanee Review), among other publications,
and has been anthologized in collections of prize-winning fiction such
as the O. Henry Awards. In addition, she won a 1987 writing fellowship
from the National Endowment for the Arts. For her April 5 and 6 read
ings, she will focus on the works from {Above the Houses), which are
described in her publisher's press release as "a probing series of vignettes
which demonstrate her characteristic sensitivity towards and insight into
the lives and minds of people and their relations to others."
see WRITER pg. 10

This is evident on the pieces
she s selected for her show. For exaraple, the dreamcatchers are made
°f cardboard and knotted crochet
ttuead,

while other creations are
made 0f embroidered origami
Paper inserted into embroidery

"^Ps. Llewellyn's DIY ("do-ityourself') style of art results in
stuff my grandmother would be
Ptoud of," she laughs.

But there's another dimension
artw°rk,reflected

in the title
^ s chosen for her show, "Peace
's Possible." "Often the pieces reect things going on in the peace
movement in general," says LlWe"yn. A series of plates, for examPle, is embellished with drawp?s fr°m
the Hiroshima Peace
^art. a w»rld War II memorial.
°me
the embroidered origami
Paper pieces are also collages of
e

from Eleanor Coerr's [Sadako
and the Thousand Paper Cranes], a
arnous children's book about Saext

a 0

Sasaki, a Japanese schoolgirl

By April Llewellyn. A drawing of the Hiroshima Peace Park.

who develops leukemia as a result
of the bombing of Hiroshima.
Which brings us to the paper
cranes. A Japanese tradition holds
that a person who folds 1.000 pa
per cranes will get a wish. Coerr's
book relates how Sadako decides to
fold cranes to pass the time while
ill in the hospital. Llewellyn began
folding cranes as a present before
she ever heard Sadako's story, but
the cranes now reflect the story's
tie to the peace movement.
"I'm super-obsessed with
them." she says, gesturing to the
strings of green, orange, pink and
blue cranes hanging on the wall.
She estimates she has folded 1,700
cranes so far.
Most importantly, though,
Llewellyn plans to donate 20% of
the profits from pieces sold to Doc
tors Without Borders (http://www.
doctorswithoutborders.org), an in
ternational humanitarian organiza
tion. The group, unaffiliated with

any country or political movement,
provides medical help to those in
need, from those suffering in fam
ine conditions to those needing
simple dental work. For anyone
who may be interested, more in
formation will be available at her
show.
Donations for Doctors With
out Borders will also be taken at
the reception. For that reason alone,
she says, "It's really important that
people come to the reception."
Plus, in addition to refreshments,
she hints, "There will be bubbles!"
But if students can't make it
to the reception, the works will be
available for viewing and purchas
ing online at http://www.aprilhl.
net. Proceeds from online sales
will also go to Doctors Without
Borders. For viewing in the Gal
lery after the reception, call the Art
Dept. at (256) 824-6114. The show
opens on March 9 and runs until
March 27.

Golden Keys to the Mysteries of Life

X

Alabama ECKANKAR Regional Seminar
Saturday, March 21, 2009
1:00 PM -8:30 PM
Holiday Inn Huntsville West

9035 Madison Boulevard, Madison, AL
FREE to the public
For more information go to
www.eck-alabama.org
or call 534-1751
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The New Spring Sports Teams are Simply Impressive
RAYMOND GILSTRAP

Senior Sports Writer

The UAH spring sports teams
have gotten off to a far better start
than the fall and winter sports sea
sons. Volleyball. Cross Country,
basketball, soccer, and hockey all
had rollercoaster rides of high and
low points. So far, there has been
a couple of stellar meets from the
Track and Field teams; the baseball
team is off to a roaring 17-3 start;
and the softball and men's tennis
teams are both flawless.
The Track and Field squads re
cently concluded the 2009 indoor
season and the outdoor season is
already underway. During the in
door season, the Chargers team
was led by standouts such as senior
Corderyl Sunday, freshman Rich
ard Wilson, and sophomore Josh
Moshier. On the women's side, the
UAH 4x400m relay team, consist
ing of Leah Sparks, Kristin Weger,
Keena Brooks, and Rebecca Hilt,
provided some excitement at the
Virginia Tech Challenge back in
late February. Up next for Track
and Field is the Austin Peay State
Invitational during Spring Break
on March 21.
The Chargers baseball team is
busy turning things around from
last season when they finished 2130. With 17 wins so far this season,
the Chargers are only four victories
away from matching last year's
win total after only twenty games.
After winning 15 out of their
last 16 games, the Chargers find
themselves ranked in the National

Collegiate Athletics Association
(NCAA) Division II polls for the
first time since the 2005 campaign.
They are ranked 14th in the Col
legiate Baseball newspaper poll
and 27th in the PinglBasebalI.com
ranking system. The Chargers have
also recently tied the school record
for most runs scored in a road con
test after thrashing Stillman 26-3.
In the same game. UAH set a new
NCAA record for hit by pitches af
ter ten UAH batters were plunked
by Stillman's wild pitching.
"We are off to a good start
with conference play coming up,"
Coach Lowell Monneyham spoke
about the team's success so far
this season. "Our guys have been
working hard even though we have
had some things not go our way
this year with a lot of people leav
ing who we were counting on. We
only have 24 players, which is too
low for a baseball team. But we
are a family and we stick by each
other."
Next up for the nationally
ranked Chargers is a doublehcadcr
against West Alabama this Satur
day.
In softball. the Lady Chargers
continue their dominating play of
the last few seasons by opening up
the year by winning a dozen straight
games. Even with the loss of one
of the team's star players, junior
Krystal Johnson, at the beginning
of the season, the Lady Chargers
are still playing impressively. With
superb all-around play—superb
pitching from Sage Woodham and
Whitney Hawkins who are 5-0 and
4-0 respectively and superb hitting

1
f % ^*

(Photo from UAH Athletics)

from Kelli Long who boasts a .515
batting average and Beth Lawson
who is the team leader in runs
batted in (RBI) —the Lady Char
gers destroyed Miles College in a
doubleheader yesterday afternoon
12-0 and 12-1. Both games went
only five innings and sophomore
Alex Lewis threw her first no-hit
ter in the first game, striking out 13
batters.
The men's tennis is copying
the baseball team as far as doing
a complete one-eighty from last
year's play. The Chargers have al
ready surpassed last season's win
total of four with a 5-0 start. A rela
tively young team, with only one
senior and a couple of freshmen,
the Chargers have played solidly in
2009, and the GSC opener is com
ing up this weekend with a road

ath
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BUFFALO
—
Who has the best buffalo
wings in Huntsville?

Find o u t a t UAH
April 1 0 t h
Contact ato_uah@me.com for questions

SALON
PROFESSIONAL
ACADEMY

i

match against Valdosta State.
Since there have been
outstanding play from Track and
Field, baseball, softball, and men's
tennis, it is safe to assume that stu
dents and faculty can expect more

CHARGER SPORTS CALENDAR
Date
March 13

Hockey
Record 5-19-4
Opponent
Site
Bemidji State
Bemidji.MN

Date
March 21
March 29

Track and Field
Event
Austin Peay State Inv.
Alabama Relays

Date
March
March
March
March
March
March
March

Baseball
Record 17-3
Opponent
Site
Time
West Ala.(DH) Livingston. AL 4 pm
West Alabama
Livingston, AL 1pm
Covenant
Home
6 pm
Valdosta St .(DH) Home
1 pm
Valdosta St.
Home
1 pm
North Georgia
Dahlonega, GA 7 pm
Miles
Home
4 pm

Date
March
March
March
March

14
15
17
21
22
24
26

14
15
18
20

March 21
March 22
March 26
March 28
March 29

Date
March
March
March
March

Enroll now and be the first graduating class at
the beautiful new Salon Professional Academy
in Huntsville! Be a part of it.

www.tspaHuntsviile.com

REDKEN

11
14
14
15

March 23
March 25
March 27
March 29
April 1

Time
7 pm

Site
Clarksville, TN
Tuscaloosa, AL

Softball
Record 12-0
Opponent
Site
Valdosta St.(DH) Home
WestFl.(DH)
Home
Albany St.(DH) Home
St. Leo(DH)
St. Leo. FL
Florida S.(DH) St. Leo. FL

Time
12 pm
12 pm
12 pm
3 pm
11 am
G A College(DH)Milledgeville, GA 12 pm
North Ala.(DH) Florence, AL
5 pm
West Ga. (DH) Carrollton, GA 1 pm
West Ala. (DH) Livingston. AL 1 pm
Tennis
Men's Record 6-0
Women's Record 2-3
Opponent
Site

4925 UNIVERSITY DR. STE 130 HUNTSVILLE, AL 35816

COSMETOLOGY
CLASSES STARTING

from the spring sports teams, be
cause it seems that as the weather is
heating up, so are the UAH spring
sports teams.

Martin Meth.
Pulaski, TN
Valdosta State
Valdosta, GA
West Florida
Valdosta, GA
Georgia SW
Americus, GA
MO-St. Louis
Home
Alabama A&M Home
Martin Methodist Home
Stillman
Tuscaloosa, AL
North Alabama Florence, AL

March

Chargers Sports Flash: Updates
RAYMOND GILSTRAP

Senior Sports Writer
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Economic Downturn
Affects Sports
RAYMOND GILSTRAP

I Senior Sports Writer

Baseball players strive for excellence. <Photo from UAH Athletics)

Baseball: After winning 15 out
of their last 16 games, including a
26-3 victory against Stillman last
week, a game that seen a couple
of records being met, the Chargers
are-ranked 14th in the Collegiate
Baseball newspaper poll and 27th
in the PinglBaseball.com rankings.

CHARGER
SPORTS
SCORES
Hockey
Record 5-19-4

March 6
UAH/Niagara
March 7
Niagara/UAH

2/2
6/3

Men's Basketball
Record 17-11
February 28
UAH/FIagler
86/77
March 6
Delta State/UAH
46/45

Baseball
Record 17-3
February 28
UAH/Arkansas Tech 4/2
March 1
UAH/Arkansas Tech 17/4
UAH/Arkansas Tech 11/1
March 7
UAH/Stillman
6/5
UAH/Stillman
26/3
March 8
Stillman/UAH
5/2
UAH/Stillman
12/6

Softball
Record 12-0

March 6
UAH/GAColl. & St
UAH/Florida S.
' AH/Georgia SW
March 7
UAH/IN-Purdue-Indy
UAH/Augusta State
UAH/Georgia SW

4/2
8/1
9/6
6/0

8/1

Georgia Wolves Invitational last
weekend. The Lady Chargers will
try to remain perfect this season
as they take on GSC foe Valdosta
State this Saturday at home.
Tennis: The Chargers are off to
an exceptional 6-0 start after beat
ing Division I opponent Western
Kentucky last Monday afternoon.
The Lady Chargers are now 2-3
for the year after losing to Westem Kentucky. The next contest for
both teams is this afternoon against
Martin Methodist.
Track and Field: On March
21, the Lady Chargers and the
Chargers will head up to Clarksville, TN to partake in the Austin
Peay State Invitational. Then, on
the 29th, it's on Tuscaloosa for the
Alabama Relays.
Women's
Basketball: Jeff
Keller has officially stepped down
as the head coach of the UAH
women's basketball program. He
has coached the Lady Chargers
through six seasons, including a
2007-2008 campaign of which he
had no assistant coach, after being
a volunteer assistant for two sea
sons. He was 59-104 as head coach
and the team visited the GSC tour
nament in 2005,2006, and 2008. A
replacement has not been named
yet. though Athletic Director Jim
Harris is hopeful to sign someone
by late spring.

A recent rumor started to cir
culate around campus, creating
the belief that President Williams
had cut all funding for the sports
teams here at UAH. After a bit of
investigating and speaking with the
Athletic Director, Jim Harris, the
rumor has been laid to rest.
"There is no truth to President
Williams cutting off all funding for
the sports program," Harris said.
"The University as a whole is expe
riencing a budget short fall and all
of us needed to 'tighten our belts'.
Athletics is no exception. We will
continue to provide an outstanding
athletics program here at UAH. I
assure you."
There is a great significance to
Harris's use of the phrase "tighten
our belts". As most of the students
and faculty are aware, the univer
sity has been suffering from major
budget cuts this school year, stem
ming from the economic recession
that the United States as a whole is
facing head-on.
Students are concerned about
what is going on money wise and
most of the time students feel
left out of the loop whenever the
president makes such important
decisions as cutting funds. In an
attempt to inform the student body
and answer questions and con
cerns, the Provost and Executive
Vice-President of Academic Af
fairs, Dr. Vistasp Karbhari, met
with the leaders of student clubs
and organizations last Wednesday
night in the University Center. The
turnout was dismal, with less than
a dozen student leaders coming
out to attend the meeting with the
provost, yet Dr. Karbhari remained
true to his word and answered the
questions of those who were pres
ent with as much information as he
currently knew and could provide.
One of the topics discussed were
budget cuts in athletics.
"Funding was cut from all
parts of the university," Dr. Karb
hari mentioned. "There was a gen
eral 5.8 percent cut that was taken
and the rest of the money was
given to all parts of the university
equally. That 5.8 percent is taken
into account at the beginning of
the year and sometimes you may

A Readers Used Bookstore

2/0

Men's Record 6-0
Women's Record 2-3
March 5
UAH/Bellarmine
7/2
March 8
UAH/Stillman
9/0
UAH/Stillman
7/2
March 9
UAH/W, Kentucky
5/4

Kentucky/UAH

ford.
Softball: The Lady Chargers
have opened the season with a 12-0
record after dominating in the West

6/2

Tennis

w

This Saturday, the Chargers will
head to Livingston, AL to take on
West Alabama in a doubleheadcr;
this game marks the first Gulf
South Conference (GSC) game of
the season.
Hockey: The Chargers have
12 players who have been named
to the All-College Hockey Amer
ica (CHA) Academic Team: Se
niors Josh Murray, Derek Conter. and Scott Kalinchuk; juniors
Kevin Morrison and Davide Nicoletti; and sophomores Matt Baxter,
Vince Bruni. Ryan Burkholder,
Andrew Cobum, Chris Fairbanks,
Joey Koudys, and Cameron Talbot.
This Friday, the Chargers will be
taking on top-seed Bemidji State
in the opening round of the 2009
CHA Tournament. The puck drops
at 7pm.
Men's Basketball: Last Friday,
the season came to a close for the
Chargers with 46-45 loss to No.
25 Delta State in the quarterfinal
round of the GSC Tournament. The
Chargers conclude the season with
a 17-11 record. GSC East Fresh
man of the Year Josh Magette led
the Chargers with 14 points and
seven rebounds. Chargers fan say
farewell to seniors Jordan Brewer,
Kael Coleman, and Casey Staf

Largest
USED
Bookstore
in Northern
Alabama

9

4001-C Holmes Avenue

(Corner of Holmes & Jordan Lane)

MB E3 895-0082

have to give back money that you
already spent."
Because of university-wide
budget cuts, the total amount of
funds to go around is minimal, a
huge concern for athletics. The va
riety of UAH sports teams, ranging
from soccer to hockey, basketball
to softball, remain intact and fully
operational; however, due to bud
get cuts, all of the teams had to
make sacrifices this year.
The baseball team, headed by
Coach Lowell Mooneyham, was
affected by the budget cuts before
the baseball season even started
last month. Not only that, but the
team's schedule was rearranged af
ter the season opener.
"We got the initial hit during
the fall and after recent cuts and
proposals, we had to eliminate
some games during the season,"
Coach Mooneyham said during
an interview last week. "We have
no choice but to run three or four
fundraisers this month to help us.
We've also started a booster club
and arc looking for sponsors. Base
ball is an expensive sport and hope
fully something will come through
to help us."
Even though their season has
come to a close, Coach Tafadzwa
Ziyenge, the current coach of
women's soccer as well as the in
terim coach of men's soccer team,
had something to say about the
economic crisis also.
"The budget cuts have had
a strong effect that has affected
the soccer teams as well," Coach
Ziyenge said. "We are doing more
fundraising activities this year than
we have done in the past in order
to try and stay afloat. Our goal is to
come up with the necessary funds
on our own to cover as much or all
of the cutbacks. We are currently
in the midst of these fundraising
activities."
Coach Danton Cole also took
time out of his busy schedule, as
he is preparing the hockey team
for the College Hockey America
(CHA) tournament this Friday
night against archrival Bemidji
State, to comment about the money
situation.
"The budget cuts have affect
ed everyone on campus, including
see ECONOMIC pg. 9
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LAYOFFS from pg. 10
diminished."
Williams acknowledges that
fewer staff assistants may make the
juggling of faculty responsibilities
more difficult, but states, "Given
that there is less money, we should
be saying 'I'm prepared to do more
with less.'"
He agrees, however, that a re
duction in staff is not the only op
tion for making ends meet. "We are
open to all suggestions as to how to
save money."
And in response, several fac
ulty members have indeed come up
with alternative ways to "do more
with less." One professor appealed
to the administration to consider
across the board salary cuts as a
way of saving money "so that all
staff jobs are saved."
The initial response of the
administration to the proposal
was negative, however. Williams
explains that "any pay reduction
impacts the retirement assets and
future income of affected faculty
and staff." Further, it would "send
the message ... that we are in more
serious financial straits than other
universities, [which would] make
it more challenging for us to attract
students, faculty and staff."
Some faculty agreed with this;
one professor in the Mechanical
and Aerospace Engineering De
partment states, "It will hurt the
productive, junior-level professors
who could easily leave UAH."
But other faculty members are
willing to give pay cuts a try if it
means staff jobs might be saved.
While agreeing that the situation
is complicated, one professor con
cedes, "I would rather lose one
percent [of my income] than for
someone else to lose one hundred
percent."
Other suggestions have been
targeted pay cuts, with higherearning employees of UAH taking
the cut. leaving those at the bottom
untouched. "I'd be more comfort
able with that," one professor in
the College of Liberal Arts says.
Williams, however, points out that
such a move essentially penalizes
the higher achievers.
Finally, furloughs have been
proposed, in which all faculty and
staff take a certain number of days
off each year until the economic
situation is better and cuts are no
longer needed. With this proposal,
salaries are not permanently re
duced, and retirement
is not af
fected.
Williams responds. "If people
voluntarily wish to cut hours we
would be willing to look at that."
However, he argues that some em
ployees cannot work less because
they are too necessary for the func
tioning of the university.
Some might argue, however,
that staff assistants are some of
those employees without which
fhe university cannot function.
And faced with the possible loss
of these valued employees, the
faculty is searching to come up
with solutions that save these staff
jobs—but many feel they are wast
ing their time. "They want to make

permanent cuts for a temporary
problem," one professor says, "and
when we suggest temporary solu
tions they say no."
Concludes one of the profes
sors, "[Their] response does not
consider fairly and adequately the
human cost. . . . [Firing staff as
sistants] will generate undue suf
fering for [the] employees who are
most vulnerable."

HIGHER ED from pg. 10
their respective universities. They
also stressed that the multitude of
students arriving to show their sup
port truly helps influence decisions
made by the Board of Trustees,
who decide the final budget.

SAFETY from pg.10
that they do not pick up naturally.
"Womendon't grow up playing the
same games as boys so they don't
know what to expect in a physical
confrontation" claims Clark. She
hopes that women taking her class
will gain a sense of confidence and
awareness. "Its like buying an in
surance policy on yourself," says
Clark "plus in what other class
does the teacher make you hit her
for the mid-term?"
Ladies self-defense as well as
an open seminar will be offered
again in the Fall 2009 semester.

TOWN HALL from pg.IO
universities use of video and/or au
dio broadcasts and archives of the
lecture for students that miss class.
Williams encourages UAH
to "step up to the challenge" but
warns that the change will not be
easy nor will it be cheap, and that
the university will be required to
do more with less. Williams states
that UAH must be prepared to pay
competitively to hire and keep fac
ulty and staff. He also lauded the
efforts of others that have con
tributed to scholarships and other
funds to help students, faculty, and
staff.

VANDIVER from pg.10
schools, the Girls' Club, and Girls,
Inc. Vandiver. reminiscing about
her display at the Sally Ride Fes
tival in 2006 which featured an
infrared camera and monitor that
showed students the temperature
range of their bodies, remarks that
the WLC's mission is to show that
"technology can be fun." Vandiver
thinks that the WLC and its events
which will feature "technology
demos and interactive displays"
will be a "win-win for the com
munity" because of BRAC and the
Huntsville Hospital system. The
first WLC expo is slated for this
fall on UAH's campus.
Vandiver also hopes to gain
the attention of the roughly 11,000
UAH alumni that live or work in
the Huntsville area and that those
alumni will take an interest in the

WLC's mission. She also notes
that volunteer opportunities are not
just beneficial for the recipients.
"The more that you give
back..it just multiplies for you as
well."
As a woman in the workplace,
Vandiver has a keen insight on
how women's role has progressed
since she started her career. As a
civilian in the military, Vandiver
has encountered the "good ole boy
network" because the field is pre
dominately male.
"As a woman, you have to
prove yourself even more....
You're held to a higher standard."
Now, she wants to give wom
en an equal chance because of the
past discouragement woman have
received when seeking careers in
the fields of science and technol
ogyPerhaps the best way of equal
ing the playing field is by being a
leading example. In the 50 years
of the Redstone Arsenal-Huntsville chapter of the Association
of the United States Army, there
have been 44 presidents—43 of
which were male. Vandiver is the
chapter's first female president and
also the first female president in
Alabama. For two years, her chap
ter. which aids military families,
welcomes returning troops, sees
off troops, and sends packages to
troops overseas, was voted the best
in the world.
Despite her groundbreaking
achievements and women's grad
ual progression toward equality in
the workplace, Vandiver admits
that poor attitudes toward women
still linger. Some people had their
doubts about electing a woman
president of the chapter. "I think
even today there is still reluctance
to give women opportunities," says
Vandiver. "It is difficult to face op
position."
Nonetheless, "The days of
dumbing down for women are
over.... Intelligent, strong, asser
tive women are good!"
Vandiver not only notices
progression in the workplace, but
at her Alma Mater as well. When
Vandiver first enrolled at UAH,
Morton Hall was the only building
on campus and it housed a book
store and cafd in the basement.
Vandiver notices "a nice growth,"
specifically citing the sorority and
fraternity housing, and says it feels
"more like a campus." Vandiver
takes the stance that UAH should
move away from its "commuter
campus" reputation and notes that
her vision when serving as the
Alumni Association President also
focused on "[integrating] the com
munity with UAH."
She gives "kudos" to President
Williams and his wife Margie for
"really reaching out and including
all the community." In Vandiver's
eyes, the strides made by the Uni
versity make it "poised to move on
even more."
"I'm very proud of it. I'm very
loyal to UAH."
Vandiver also endows the
Emily Hall Vandiver Engineering
Scholarship at UAH, but her con
tributions do not stop there. For

all women getting their degrees,
bettering themselves to support
their families, or heading out into
the workforce, Vandiver has a few
words of advice.
"Let your experience, your ac
tions, [and] your deeds speak for
themselves." She reminds female
students to have their credentials
in order, to gain substance by be
ing involved, and to "network with
your community." As evidenced
by Vandiver's busy schedule, ex
tracurricular activities pay off in
terms of job and leadership oppor
tunities. Plus, they are personally
rewarding.
"You've got to enjoy what you
do.... Try to find something you
really think you'll like," suggests
Vandiver. Go for your passion,
not what pays best, what sounds
the most prestigious, or what looks
the most impressive.
However, Vandiver suggests
maintaining "a broad perspective."
Being too specific in your sights or
too stuck in your ways may stop
you from enjoying something new
or may put you at a disadvantage.
Though most of her advice is
work-specific, Vandiver extends
her advice to apply to life in gen
eral. "You had better make time for
enjoying the now because there arc
no guarantees."

WRITER from pg.10
The HLA's April 5 Sunday Sa
lon, which Walker sums up as "an
afternoon of wine and cheese and
good literature," will take place
at the house of an HLA member.
Contact Walker for time and direc
tions at walkerm@email.uah.edu.
Student membership in HLA costs
$10. For information, visit http://
www.hla-hsv.org.
The April 6 reading in the
Union Grove Gallery is sponsored
by UAH Women's Studies, with a
lunch provided by the University
Women's Club. The club is open
to students.

WEBSITE from pg. 10
cording to Paul, the script that was
used from the open source code
was what made one specific feature
of the site, the drop down menu
bars, function. The design of the
website itself was what concerned
him. "My opinion is that they cop
ied and pasted the code and that is
what I found problematic" stated
Paul. At the time he expressed that
if a student were to attempt some
thing similar in his class he or she
would be charged with academic
plagiarism.
Dr. Wilson Luquire, Dean of
the Library, referred me to leff
Sands. President of the Office of
University Advancement via Dan
iel Horton. the Library Web Graph
ic Designer.
Sands, who did not oversee
the website team at the time that
Brown's design was used, sees the
webpage's unpopularity as more
of an issue than the copied design.
"You can have your own views on

whether having a website that is
similar to another university's is or
is not a good thing," stated Sands.
He added that the legal implications
are not an obstacle for the new web
team. "Our attorneys have looked
at it very closely. They have given
me their considered opinion that we
have not violated any copyrights.
Are there similarities? Anyone can
look at the two websites and see
that there arc similarities. I think
it's a non-issue at this point."
Fortunately for UAH, Brown
University takes an equally toler
ant attitude towards the borrowed
copyrighted code. According to
Scott Turner, the Director of Web
Communications at Brown Uni
versity, his school "viewed the
similar designs as a compliment."
The only issue Brown had with the
duplicate website arose because
of Brown's use of Google Analyt
ics. Google Analytics is a service
that tracks data about the use of a
website using code from the page.
Statistics about use of the UAH
website were feeding into the sta
tistics for Brown website. Turner
confirmed that "For the period
April 29 to July 4, 2008, we were
recording hits on the UA Hunts
ville home page. This is because
our Google Analytics code was
copied and pasted into the code of
the Huntsville home page."
It is the responsibility of a uni
versity to not only teach students
with books, lectures, and exams
but also to teach by example. UAH
has strict policies against using
another's work as one's own with
out permission or without giving
credit where credit is due. Brown
University's Web Communications
Department worked with New
York based design firm Pentagram
Inc. to cater their site to the needs
of the Brown community using
input from students, staff, and fac
ulty (Brown.edu). UAH did not
consult with the students, the in
dividual colleges and departments,
or the campus organizations that
help create the site and for whom
the site was created and intended to
serve. Instead. UAH used the work
of the Brown web design team and
Pentagram Inc. to put up a site that,
based on its unpopularity, does not
seem to meet the UAH communi
ty's needs at all.
ECONOMIC from pg. 9
all of us here at [UAH] Athletics.
While we have been impacted like
everyone, we realize that this is
necessary for [UAH] to move for
ward. Our attention to costs and
expenditures has enabled us to find
ways to cut budgets to do our part.
By all of us doing a little more, I
know we will maintain the level of
excellence that is expected here."
The athletics program is doing
its part by making necessary sacri
fices to ensure that sports remain a
viable source of entertainment for
the students and faculty of UAH.
For more information about
athletics as well as general sports
news updates, visit the official
website for the UAH Chargers at
ww w.uahchargers.com.
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Crossword

GREEK SPEAK
ATS2
The single largest group to show up and help support UAH at
Higher Ed Day consisted of Alpha Tau Omega brothers. Thanks
to brother Zak Bandy for stepping up and organizing the brothers
to help create UAH's largest demonstration of support for higher
education!
UAH has recently asked all the campus organizations to
nominate members we believe best represent outstanding qualities
and ideals, and we easily offered two capable brothers that UAH
would be sagacious to recognize. Lcebo Gates and Nevin Fowler
showcase exceptional Alpha Tau Omega principals of "having no
narrower limits within which to work together for the elevation of
man than the outlines of the world," and we wish them luck in the
selection process!
In the coming weeks, we have been invited to spend an
evening dining with our President at the historic Lowe House.
Thank you for the opportunity. Dr. Williams, and wc look forward
to the evening.
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Across
1. Chip dip
6. Blue eyes, e.g.
11. N.J. summer setting
14. Chose
15. Accord maker
16. Balloon filler
17. Boston weather concern
19. Stop on a line: Abbr.
20. Says it isn't so
21. Page of music
23. Bounties
26. "Miss" of Broadway
27. Rugged ridges
28. Big hit
30. Bud holder
31. Bond player
32. Stat for Sosa
35. Repair shop fig.
36. Flower box
^8 ^vnHicofo
39. Ruby or Sandra
40. Place to practice driving
41. Ballpark figures?
42.
scholar
44. Mooch
46. Marbles, so to speak
48. Small bag
49. Concur
50. Dance energetically
52. Carnival city
53. Long Island village
58. Completely
59. Rich dessert
60. Shindig
61. TV remote button
62. Secretly watch
63. Deli order
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8. Farm workers?
9. Chemical suffix
10. Roofing material
11. Noted wall builder
12. "Likewise"
13. Get in shape
18. Concludes
22. Feel sick
23. Went wild
24. Clear, as a disk
25. Precursor of Fosbury
flop
26. Father
28. Hammer's partner
29. Learning method
31. Locks in a barn?
33. Hands on drum
34. "A Doll's House"
playwright
36. Strikes, e.g.
37. Lord's mate
41. Rover's offering
43. Hasten
44. It's a long story
45. Preens

63

46. Teasdale and Lee
47. Nimble
48. Humorist Myron
50. Hide well
51. "Beetle Bailey" dog
54. "Alley
!"
55. Prefix with angle
56. Tiebreakers, briefly
57. Gov. Patterson's place

Ouotabk Quote

A period of travel
and relaxation is
when you take twice
the clothes and half
the money you need.
• • • Anonymous
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1. George W., to George
2. GI.'s address
3. Env. contents
4. Prescribed time
5. Stick
6. Bangkok residents
7. Wine choice
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SHOULD I A»?
IK LOCKED OUT,
A4D TRYING TO GET
MY ROOMMATE TO
LET ME IN.

SO ISSHD INTO THE MAC
tflfJi IN THE UV1N6 ROOM
WO GOT THE SPEECH SfNTH
TO YEU TO HER FOR ME.

A

FftST I TRiEP
HER CELL PHONE,
BUT ITS OFT.

I COULDN'T FWD
ANYTHING TO THB3W
AT HER WINDOW.

THEN! TRIED
IRC. BUT SHE?
NOT0NUNE.

BUT I THWK1 LEFT THE
VOLUME WAY DOWN,
SOm READING THE 05 X
DOCS TO LEARN TO SET THE
mre VIA COMMAND UNE.
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Editorial: Williams is a Do as I Say, Not as I Do Kind of Guy
'M Dl
II 1 ive
KAREN
PULLINS
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Editor in Chief
With all the cuts on this campus, I got curious and ventured down to
the library one day to find out just how much President Williams makes:
$400,000 a year. Not a huge number by these economic standards, but
when you add in he is living in a house that is owned by UAH it seems a
bit more cushy. You also have to take into account that while other peo
ple feared for their jobs as he spoke at the town hall meeting Wednes
day. March 5. he was advertising a position for a personal housekeeper
on the UAH web site.
Don't believe me? A quote from that job description: "This indi
vidual will provide a clean and tidy environment for the President and
his family at home by performing all phases of household cleaning."
Conveniently, that job description changed a day later to state that the
job was for cleaning university buildings, which also happened to
include the Lowe house where the president lives.
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So I asked, at that town hall meeting, if Williams would be will
ing to take a pay cut in order to assist with the financial issues on
our campus. 1 even gave him an out - I asked how much he would
be willing to give up. He could have said 9%, the new prorated
amount that the state took away from us. He could have seemed
like one of the team. He could have said he would suffer along
with us.
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He answered with what has become so typical it is almost
expected. In most speeches and discussions, he suggests that it is
only the chancellor and the board who can set cuts or make choic
es about our budget. This is frequently paired with another of his
comments: that cuts are being handed down to the deans and they
make the decisions about how to deal with them. Both of these
statements suggest that he should not take full responsibility for
the specifics of what is happening on campus right now; that he
is just the bearer of bad news.
He also said that cuts should be based on performance; that
those who do well should not be cut. Students who make the
best grades shouldn t be punished for it, he suggested, trying to
make his point more understandable.
Well, since his salary, his home, and apparently his house
keeper come from taxpayer money and student tuition, I feel
obligated to get out my red pen. (See Clipboard.)
If Williams were a student and kept this up, he'd be put
on probation. If he were part of a program at UAH under
scrutiny, based on how he says they "graded" during the cuts,
he d be worried for his job like everyone else on campus is
right now. Either way. it seems to me he doesn't deserve the
money and other perks he's getting, especially right now.
while the rest of us are doing without.
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To quote him from the town hall meeting last fall, "A
quality education is worth whatever financial sacrifice it
takes."
I wish he lived by his own sentiments.

Editorial: AL Legislators Speak to UAH
Students at Higher Ed Day
AMBER RAUSCHKOLB
II R

Staff Writer
As a concerned student for
the future of Higher Education in
the State of Alabama, this year I
attended my third trip to Mont
gomery on 5th of March 2009. in
support of fair funding in the State.
The Alabama State House received
an incredible energy from the 3000
students at its steps. What made
this year even more significant for
UAH was that its students were
given an opportunity to talk to four
of the Alabama's Legislatures from
the House and the Senate.
First Speaker. Tom Butler
(D) from District 2. who I met at
last year's rally, continues to be a
supporter of Higher Ed. Second
Speaker. Mike Ball (R) from Dis
trict 10. informed us that the PACT
(Prepaid Alabama College Tuition)
program will also be suffering
from the proration this year. When
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I returned home that afternoon I
received the letter from PACT in
forming me what Ball had already
commented on.

"Riley suggested last year as
well as the legislatures this year,
in order to fix the financial crisis
in Higher Education would require
students to graduate, get a job. and
put money back into the state. How
is that possible when tuition contin
ues to increase in such a rapid rate
that we can't afford to go to school,
graduate, get a job and put money
back into the state." addressed to
Ball who had sympathetic regards
for myself and other students who
are suffering from the sky rocket
ing tuition rates.
Third Speaker to address
UAH House Representative How
ard Sanderford (R) from District
20 (Madison) left the room speech
less with his comment that "Higher
Education is unimportant." Now
you might ask why any Legislature
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would put himself in front of the
firing squad. I'm not sure but if he
feels like UAH or for that matter
any of the 4-year institutions in the
State of Alabama are UNIMPORT
ANT than he needs a wakeup call.
Fourth speaker, Mac McCutcheon (R) from District 100.
a native to Madison County, was
addressed about Transportation for
Students crossing Holms Ave that
splits the center of UAH campus.
It felt that we were given the go
around. That student should talk
to the local officials of Huntsville.
then the State would go back to Lo
cal; which why can't they do that
in the first place.
For any who would like to
address Mr. Sanderford to remind
him that WE ARE IMPORTANT!
STATE HOUSE phone number
(334) 242-4368
HOME number (256) 881-8390
WORK number (256) 533-1989
Personal Email: hsl989@aol.com.

Student Poll:
Do you approve of Dr. Williams' $400,000 salary?
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15%
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Yes

• No
Survey Consisted of:
Engineers: 14
Science: 22
Liberal Arts: 18
Business: 18
Non-Degree: 1

Neutral

